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August 2006

On behalf of the Province of British Columbia and as your new Minister, I offer congratulations to everyone who is a part of the B.C. Museums Association on its 50th anniversary.

Museums and galleries are community treasures, offering not only windows to the past, but also insights into our cultural identity and heritage.  Here in British Columbia, we are proud to lay claim to 423 museums, art museums and heritage institutions, which attract more than seven million visitors every year. 

This is no small feat.  It is the result of your hard work and commitment – more than 2,600 staff and 8,000 volunteers – that our province is able to offer such an important glimpse into who we are as British Columbians.  

This year’s conference Fit at Fifty – Grow Stronger, Live Longer in Prince George promises to be a celebration of heritage, arts and culture, and I hope many of you are able to attend.  It will be a great opportunity to make new connections, meet old friends and discuss the opportunities and challenges that lay ahead.  

The B.C. Museums Association conference is recognized across Canada as one of the most significant and successful annual provincial museum conferences, and I thank everyone involved in co-ordinating this year’s 50th anniversary conference for carrying the torch.  Northern British Columbia holds a rich cultural history and this conference provides an excellent opportunity to show it off.

Sincerely,

Stan Hagen

Minister of Tourism, Sport and the Arts

